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OUR MISSION 

●   to promote interest in the research and study of  

 all German-speaking peoples who migrated to the 

 Americas. 

●  to exchange and preserve information relating 

 to the history and culture of German-speaking 

 families. 

●  to provide appropriate methods, tools, and  

 resources to assist members in achieving their 

 research goals. 

●  to encourage fellowship among members. 

 

OUR VISION 

●  to be recognized as a growing and vibrant family 

 history society that focuses upon researching 

 German-speaking people. 

 
 

 
 

 It is hard for me to believe that my first year as President 
is about over.  It has been a very busy year and greatly re-
warding, thanks to the extra efforts of many people in the 
PalAm organization.  I want to remember some members 
who are no longer with us who had a marked impact on my 
genealogy research and the beginnings of my service to 
PalAm.  And, I want to say thank you to the many dedicated 
people who make PalAm the great organization it is. 

 I recall with special fondness Clara Harsh encouraging 
me and helping me achieve admission to the Kocherthal Cir-
cle. She was not willing to let me quit when I thought I could 
not find information needed for my application. Also, I recall 
Mary Lou and Bob Delahunt who provided leadership for 
many PalAm-sponsored trips to the Family History Library 
(now FamilySearch Library) in Salt Lake City; what a won-
derful couple! We benefitted so much from those trips.  Fur-
ther, I must express my heartfelt thanks to Grace Saatman 
who recruited me to serve on the National Governing Board. 
She was so much fun to be around and so committed to 
PalAm.  Of course, there are many more who made signifi-
cant contributions to PalAm, such as Annette Burgert; what 
a privilege to have known her.  Fortunately, there are many 
other PalAm members who keep the tradition of high-quality 
German genealogy research alive. 

 As President, I am trying to attend all six Chapters’ 
Seminars; most Chapters hold two Seminars per year.  In 

addition to the Seminars, the PA Chapter holds monthly 
Third Tuesday sessions and OH conducts a German Forum 
Series of lectures.  All Chapters help members by providing 
programs on interesting subjects related to German genealo-
gy.  Also, I love to attend all State Chapter Board Meetings.  
This allows me to become better acquainted with the leaders 
and learn of the many projects Chapters sponsor for their 
members. 

 I sincerely appreciate the talented leadership that is ap-
parent at the National Governing Board Meetings.  Each 
time we meet, I am reminded of the amazing people who 
share their skills and commitment for the benefit of mem-
bers.  Also, members of the many Standing and Special 
PalAm Committees donate their time and talents for the ben-
efit of the Society. 

 Recently, I called Kay Mooney, Gerry Miller, and sever-
al other Society members who did not receive the mass mail-
ing of an email about the upcoming Membership Meeting.  
After verifying phone numbers and email addresses, we en-
joyed visiting about health, family interests, and PalAm ex-
periences.  At last year’s National Conference, I enjoyed 
visiting with Karen Campbell about her background in Ger-
man genealogy.  We have so many opportunities to make 
friends and share experiences about our research.  It is a real 
blessing. 

 My wife and I love being a part of PalAm and all six 
State Chapters.  It goes far beyond being able to say, “I 
know so and so.”  Through our involvement in the Society, 
we can proudly call some members “Giants in German gene-
alogy” and all members “friends.”  That is why I want to 
help make PalAm the best German genealogy Society possi-
ble and encourage everyone who has an interest in German 
genealogy to become an active member. I ask all members to 
reach out, engage, and invite others to join us.  Let’s grow 
together. 

PRESIDENT’S 

CORNER 
John Harder 

palampresjeh@gmail.com 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

2023 

 
9 Jun PALAM ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
  AT OUR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING ON FRIDAY, JUNE 9, WE 
  WILL VOTE ON AMENDMENTS TO THE NATIONAL BYLAWS.  
  A COPY OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS HAVE BEEN SENT TO  
  EACH MEMBER BY EMAIL OR REGULAR MAIL. 

 
9-11 Jun IGGP Conference, Fort Wayne, IN. Please see page 10. 
 
15 Jul Indiana Chapter PalAm Collaborative Learning Series. Speaker Dr. 
 Marianne Wokeck. Please see page 4. 
 
7 Oct New York Chapter PalAm Fall Seminar, Johnstown, NY. Save the Date! 

All chocolate lovers today have one more reason to in-

dulge in their favorite treats. June 11 is National Ger-

man Chocolate Cake Day! 

You can find hundreds of recipes for chocolate cakes. 

Black forest is, perhaps, one of the world's best, but Ger-

man chocolate cake is not less popular. But you might be 

surprised, if we tell you, that German chocolate cake ac-

tually doesn't come from Germany. It's connected to a 

product called German chocolate, that was invented by 

Sam German, an Englishman, who worked in the U.S. 

German chocolate cake was originally called Baker's 

German's Sweet Chocolate. Later “'s” was omitted, that 

added confusion with Germany. 

If you want to bake German chocolate cake, enrich its batter with semi sweet chocolate, 

cocoa powder, coffee and vanilla extract. Use coconut-pecan frosting among the chocolate 

layers of the cake and decorate it with chocolate frosting atop. If you want, you may add 

some hard chocolate frosting on the sides. Original recipe doesn't contain it and it was 

added by some bakers. 
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 The Colorado Chapter held the spring seminar via zoom in two parts a month apart at 

the request of the speaker, Mark Rabideau. Part One entitled “400+ Years of Mennonite-

Anabaptist Migrations” had 53 registrants.  Part 2 entitled “The Effects of Shifting 

Boundaries (Switzerland, France, and Germany) on Lives, Migrations, and Cultures” had 

57 registered.   

 The value of zoom is having a broader attendance including out-of-state 

participants.  We are planning our fall seminar to be hybrid with zoom and in-person 

attendance.  

 The Chapter’s annual meeting 

followed the second lecture where new 

officers were elected.  President Sandy 

Carter-Duff fills the remaining 1 year 

term of Chris Paris.  Vice-President 

Sandy Ronayne, Treasurer Jerry 

Schaefer and Members at Large Jean 

West and Jennifer Bigham were elected 

for 2 year terms. 

COLORADO CHAPTER 

NEWS 

Sandy Carter-Duff 
President 

Sandy Ronayne 
Vice President 
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 COLLABORATIVE LEARNING SESSION: 

EMIGRATION|IMMIGRATION 
Special presentation to commemorate the 

175th Anniversary of the 1848 Revolution 

by 

Dr. Marianne Wokeck 

 

Saturday, July 15, 2023 ― 1:30 PM – 4:30 PM 

Michigan Road Branch Library 

6201 Michigan Road, Indianapolis 

Free of charge―open to the public 

An interactive discussion will take place about the various reasons our German 
ancestors emigrated 

 Were there differences depending on religion? 

 What were the different reasons depending on the time period? 

 Were there differences depending on where your ancestor lived? 

 What records may exist as the result of your ancestorȭs emigration? 

We will also ask those attending to also share what they have learned about 

the reason their ancestors emigrated. 

 
This event is open virtually to PalAm members of any chapter 

If planning to attend, please RSVP to indianapalam@gmail.com 

INDIANA CHAPTER 

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING 
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NEW YORK CHAPTER 

NEWS 

 We had a very successful annual meeting in Buffalo, NY on May 6th. It started with 
a very informative history of Saint Louis Church given by church archivist/historian 
Michael Riester.   Bonnie Fleischauer then spoke about the experience of German -
Americans during World War I focusing on the anti -German hysteria of the time.   We 
then had a memorable lunch at Hofbrauhaus, complete with liter sized beer steins, 
pretzels, a German band, and just a few shy of 99 red balloons.   After lunch, Bonnie 
led us on a walk through Concordia Cemetery which was created in 1859 to serve three 
nearby Lutheran churches.   Earlier in the morning, volunteers unearthed several 
gravestones that fell over years ago and have been buried and unknown for some time.   
 
 Thank you to all who helped make the meeting a success, particularly Linda 
Schmieder -Wopperer and Jay Wopperer!  
 
 The slate of officers elected to lead the New York Chapter in the coming years 
include:  

 
- President, 2023 -2025: Tom Shannon  
- Secretary, 2023 -2025: Wendy Loeffel Wallace  
- Director at Large, 2023 -2024: Holly Neel  
- Director at Large, 2023 -2025: Jay Wopperer  
- Director at Large, 2023 -2026: Michael Riester  
 
 Scanning the Hank Jones Collection letters is still ongoing. If you have any 
genealogy research questions that could be answered by materials in the collection, 

please email  palatines@germantownlibrary.org .  

 We have a Fall seminar scheduled for Johnstown, NY on October 7th.   
 
 Planning for the 2024 PalAm National Conference in Kingston, NY, will begin in 
earnest in the next few weeks. We are planning on outings to genealogical resources at 
the Hank Jones Collection in Germantown, Saugerties Historical Society, and the Starr 
Library in Rhinebeck.    
  
 We are planning cemetery cleaning days for this summer at Eagle Mills Cemetery in 
Brunswick, NY and at the Old Stone Church in Rhinebeck, NY.   
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PALATINE PATTER DEADLINES 
    

   Deadline     Issue 
   December 1     Winter 
   March 1      Spring  
   June 1      Summer 
   September 1     Fall 
 

Send all articles & events to: palampatter@gmail.com 

 

 

 The Pennsylvania Chapter is continuing our series of Third Tuesday Zoom programs, 

presented at 7:00 PM EDT. There is no fee, but registration is required. Description and 

registration forms are available at pennpalam.org. 

 

 

THE IGGP 2023 CONFERENCE EXPERIENCE 

 
TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2023 

 Pennsylvania Chapter members who attended the 2023 International German 

Genealogy Partnership (IGGP) Conference in Fort Wayne will offer a recap and review of 

their experiences, sharing some of what they learned or how the conference benefited 

them. Join us for this open-ended discussion. Please go to pennpalam.org and select the 

link you are interested in. Since Palam has submitted a proposal to host the 2025 IGGP 

Conference, a discussion recapping this year’s event will be helpful to the 2025 

Conference Planning Committee. 

TUESDAY, JULY 18, 2023 

At the 18 July Third Tuesday session, James Beidler, the Interim Director of the 

Genealogy Society of Pennsylvania, will talk about the Society’s resources for German 

genealogy research both online and available at the GSP Library in Philadelphia. 

 

Check pennpalam.org for future Third Tuesday programs. 

PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER 

THIRD TUESDAY ZOOM PROGRAMS 
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MEMBERSHIP PROGRAMS COMMITTEE FORMED 
 

 President John Harder announces the formation of the Membership Programs 

Committee to provide additional services and resources for Pal-Am members.  The recent 

closing of the Resource Center in Columbus has freed up funds that will be re-directed to 

this purpose.  The Membership Programs Committee will meet periodically, via Zoom, to 

determine the best use of these funds.   

 Initial ideas include webinars and library support for the Pal-Am Collection at the 

Columbus Metropolitan Library and the Hank Z. Jones, Jr. Collection at the Germantown 

Library.  If you like to serve on this committee or have an idea for the committee to 

consider, please contact Gary Martzolf, martzga@yahoo.com. 

GERMAN CHURCH IN CAMBRIDGE, MA BURNS 
 
 CAMBRIDGE, Mass. (AP) — A fire that broke 

out at a Massachusetts church not long after 

Easter services is being investigated as a possible 

arson, according to the FBI and state and local 

law enforcement agencies. 

 The fire started about 5:30 p.m. April 9 at the 

Faith Lutheran Church in Cambridge. 

Firefighters from 18 engine companies and eight 

ladder companies responded. 

 It is a tragedy for German America, among 

other reasons, because Faith Lutheran Church is 

one of the few remaining congregations in the 

United States that regularly holds services in 

German. Its pastor, Robin Lutjohann, a native 

German, conducts German-language services 

monthly.  

 Part of the roof collapsed, but the main 

structure was still standing. The steeple, which 

survived the initial fire, was removed later. 

Images of the multi-alarm blaze showed heavy 

smoke coming from the steeple. 

 
https://www.wgbh.org/news/local-news/2023/04/19/fbi-

cambridge-church-fire-probed-as-arson 

mailto:martzga@yahoo.com
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User: 
Write me a poem about German genealogy.  

 

ChatGPT: 
In the land of forests, castles, and Rhine, 

Where history and tradition intertwine, 

Lies the roots of my family tree, 

A story of German genealogy. 

 

From Bavaria to Berlin, they roamed, 

Their stories and struggles now atoned, 

Through war and peace, they persevered, 

And in their hearts, their heritage revered. 

 

Their surnames speak of ancient lore, 

Of craftsmen, farmers, and warriors of yore, 

With each passing generation, 

Their legacy lives on in our nation. 

 

 
 

 

Their traditions we continue to uphold, 

Their language we speak, their stories told, 

We celebrate their triumphs and their strife, 

For in their journey, we find our life. 

 

In search of our ancestors, we trace, 

Their footsteps in time and space, 

To the lands where they once thrived, 

And in their memories, we revive. 

 

Their spirit of resilience and pride, 

Their love for family and countryside, 

Their strength in the face of adversity, 

Inspire us to embrace our German genealogy. 

ChatGPT 
With the current interest in this AI (artificial intelligence) software, we challenged it to write 

us a poem. 

It has been my pleasure to serve as the Editor of 

the Patter these years. I appreciate the friendships 

I have made and hope the new editor can continue 

with success. 

 

Thank you 

Lynn Patterson 

 

If you are interested, please contact John Harder, 

President, at johnharder@aol.com 
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Membership Year: 1 October to 30 September 
Your member number can be found on the mailing label of any mailed publication. 

New members will be assigned their member number. 

 
Name (Mem1)                           Member #                 

Name (Mem2)                           Member #                 

Street Address  

City/State/Postal Code Country if not USA 

Preferred Phone #  

Email (Mem1)  Email (Mem2) 

 

RESIDENTS OF THE U.S. 
Choose one category: 

ἦU.S. Individual $40.00 

ἦU.S. Family $45.00 

ἦU.S. Life $875.00 

Includes One Chapter: 

ἦCO    ἦIN    ἦNC 

ἦNY   ἦOH   ἦPA 

*** 

RESIDENTS OF 
CANADA/MEXICO 

Choose one category: 

ἦCan/Mex Individual $53.00 

ἦCan/Mex Family $58.00 

ἦCan/Mex Life $875.00 

Includes One Chapter: 

ἦCO    ἦIN    ἦNC 

ἦNY   ἦOH   ἦPA  

*** 

RESIDENTS OTHER 
COUNTRIES 

Choose one category: 

ἦOther Individual $60.00 

ἦOther Family $65.00 

ἦOther Life $875.00 

Includes One Chapter: 

ἦCO    ἦIN    ἦNC 

ἦNY   ἦOH   ἦPA  

*** 
ADDITIONAL CHAPTERS 

Choose one or more chapters: 

ἦ CO $8.00    ἦ IN $8.00      

ἦ NC $8.00    ἦ NY $8.00  

ἦ OH $8.00    ἦ PA $8.00 

TOTAL $ _________ 
*** 

ADDITIONAL CHAPTERS 
Choose one or more chapters: 

ἦ CO $9.00    ἦ  IN $9.00      

ἦ NC $9.00    ἦ  NY $9.00  

ἦ OH $9.00    ἦ  PA $9.00 

TOTAL $ _________ 
*** 

ADDITIONAL CHAPTERS 
Choose one or more chapters: 

ἦ  CO $13.00     ἦ  IN $13.00     

ἦ  NC $13.00     ἦ  NY $13.00    

ἦ  OH $13.00     ἦ  PA $13.00 

TOTAL $ _________ 
*** 

PALATINE PATTER 
NEWLETTER 

 ἦ  Online No Charge 

 ἦ  Printed/Mailed: $10.00 

TOTAL $ __________ 
*** 

PALATINE PATTER NEWLETTER 

 ἦ  Online No Charge 

 ἦ  Printed/Mailed: $10.00 

TOTAL $ __________ 
*** 

PALATINE PATTER 
NEWLETTER 

 ἦ  Online No Charge 

 ἦ  Printed/Mailed: $10.00 

TOTAL $ __________ 
*** 

DONATIONS 
National  $ ___________ 
CO Chapter  $ __________ 
IN Chapter  $ __________ 
NC Chapter  $ __________ 
NY Chapter  $ __________ 
OH Chapter  $ __________ 
PA Chapter  $ __________ 
TOTAL $ ____________ 
 

DONATIONS 
National  $ ___________ 
CO Chapter  $ __________ 
IN Chapter  $ __________ 
NC Chapter  $ __________ 
NY Chapter  $ __________ 
OH Chapter  $ __________ 
PA Chapter  $ __________ 
TOTAL $ ____________ 
 

DONATIONS 
National  $ ___________ 
CO Chapter  $ __________ 
IN Chapter  $ __________ 
NC Chapter  $ __________ 
NY Chapter  $ __________ 
OH Chapter  $ __________ 
PA Chapter  $ __________ 
TOTAL $ ____________ 
 

 
TOTAL DUE FOR MEMBERSHIP, CHAPTERS, PATTER & DONATIONS: ___________ 

 
Send check or money order payable to Palatines to America in US dollars to: Palatines to America Membership 

PO Box 531096, Indianapolis, IN 46253. Membership questions: membership@palam.org 

PALATINES TO AMERICA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
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JUNE 9-11 

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 
 
 Fort Wayne has long been known as “a most German town,” with about 50% of its 
residents claiming German ancestry. The acclaimed Genealogy Center at Allen County Public 
Library (ACPL) will be the local host for the 2023 event, with support from local German 
societies, genealogical societies, and Visit Fort Wayne. 

 The 2023 IGGP International Conference will be held in downtown Fort Wayne at 
the Grand Wayne Conference Center and will offer three days of German-centric 
presentations in multiple tracks. A virtual option is also be available. Attendees will learn 
from top presenters with advanced proficiency in their fields of study, including genealogists, 
authors, historians and archivists. The schedule of presenters and topics can be found at 
https://iggp.org/cpage.php?pt=187 

 Those attending the conference will also have the opportunity to utilize the ACPL’s 
Genealogy Center’s 
historical and 
genealogical materials 
that number more than 
1.2 million items in the 
physical collection. The 
library further offers 
access to dozens of major 
databases and thousands 
of smaller specialty data 
files. Researchers will 
have access to the expert 
staff who can assist them 
with finding their 
families’ histories and 
stories.  

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U2ME1REsTr1EO5NK8JM7auByzYz90CDXkhTQnjQH8pQ77edWq_JnirX3XREi24bTo1T0NhfMzf2wS9NVM0rk7YbpCqCdss0dMlOHrNPuHnjQalVmKDgfrboc_QASiEaIwQnl3LZaqi8aLDOe8me4vp-owhB_lJ5_&c=LRhfdks9V5NKerlgBZT9qfyvIAffiBNl-gaCfdlqxHd-y5hcHj1yHg==&ch=Seh9
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U2ME1REsTr1EO5NK8JM7auByzYz90CDXkhTQnjQH8pQ77edWq_JnirX3XREi24bTo1T0NhfMzf2wS9NVM0rk7YbpCqCdss0dMlOHrNPuHnjQalVmKDgfrboc_QASiEaIwQnl3LZaqi8aLDOe8me4vp-owhB_lJ5_&c=LRhfdks9V5NKerlgBZT9qfyvIAffiBNl-gaCfdlqxHd-y5hcHj1yHg==&ch=Seh9
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U2ME1REsTr1EO5NK8JM7auByzYz90CDXkhTQnjQH8pQ77edWq_JnirX3XREi24bT_N_h29lfAt_tkDBjEE2cXl98iBxL_x3GXvyaZU_33FMyDVbZzNn6KNhenFbEhSkCpkbM3s2XXG-ZIxwYmyfKSDp34nhZ3iZ9&c=LRhfdks9V5NKerlgBZT9qfyvIAffiBNl-gaCfdlqxHd-y5hcHj1yHg==&ch=Seh9
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U2ME1REsTr1EO5NK8JM7auByzYz90CDXkhTQnjQH8pQ77edWq_JnirX3XREi24bT8wtQBnSDuQv4PUw21mo1PSrDnvhxmsxQfegLCanE2i0Oa3UmmCb9FxGvxIJf5fb5TfJht2R1Bif4l73L5SvwkA==&c=LRhfdks9V5NKerlgBZT9qfyvIAffiBNl-gaCfdlqxHd-y5hcHj1yHg==&ch=Seh9w3TCKRGB
https://iggp.org/cpage.php?pt=187
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The conference will be held in -person in Fort Wayne, Indiana, June 9-11. But there is also a 

robust virtual option , with access to programming in real-time. And a USB drive is available 

for purchase, allowing all attendees to watch the recorded presentations. 

 Look for presentations from speakers in Switzerland, Austria, Ireland, Australia, Brazil, 

Serbia, and Germany. They do not usually present in the U.S. But you can hear from them at 

the IGGP conference! And, of course, U.S. experts in the field of German genealogy will speak 

as well. 

Here are a few examples of those who will be in-person at the conference: 

 Dr. Thomas Aigner from Austria, the man behind the website Matricula 

 Viktor Pordzik, archivist at the Bremen State Archives and vice-chair of Die MAUS, 

the Bremen genealogical society 

 Andrea Bentschneider, professional genealogist from Hamburg, with presentations 

on Mecklenburg and how to research in German archives 

 Dr. Michael Lacopo with a brand new presentation about WWII SS records 

 Antje Petty of the Max Kade Institute on hidden resources in German language 

newspapers 

 Katie Schober will lead "Learn to Read Vital Records: A Workshop Experience" first 

for the IGGP conference 

 

IGGP also will be delivering on two key aspects of its mission statement: 

 We'll give attendees the opportunity to CONNECT with others who share their interests. 

Our Connection sessions bring you together for informal meetings on a variety of topics. A 

sneak peek at a partial list includes research in historically German-speaking areas of Europe, 

finding records that aren't online, favorite research databases, using maps in German re-

search, and working with professional genealogists in Germany. Our conference app, Whova, 

also allows you to post messages and organize your own meetups with others. 

 We'll SHARE German genealogical knowledge by sponsoring Librarians Day on Thursday, 

June 8. If you are a librarian or archivist who needs to answer questions about German gene-

alogy research, our speakers will share their expertise with you. 

 This is a weekend not to be missed by anyone doing German genealogy research anywhere 

in the world. Register now. Go to iggp.org to register and to see more presentation titles, Con-

nection topics and additional conference details. Questions may be sent to info@iggp.org. 

http://iggp.org/
mailto:info@iggp.org
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PALATINES TO AMERICA    

German Genealogy Society 

 
FamilySearch Library Research Trip  

September 24 ïSeptember 30, 2023  

Salt Lake City, Utah  

Includes 7 nights at the Salt Lake Plaza Hotel (Sun. thru Sat.)– adjacent to the FamilySearch Library. 
Travel to and from Salt Lake City is at each registrantȭs arrangement and expense. 

 
LIBRARY HOURS: Monday, Friday, & Saturday: 9 AM – φ PM; Tuesday – Thursday: closes @ 8 PM 
The International Desk has a staff of experts in German genealogy who can assist with reading micro-

filmed or digitized German records. 
Orientation, FSL classes as scheduled, sharing with group members, and more. 

Ability to digitize many kinds of media at no charge 
Nearby restaurants, large shopping mall, specialty shops, historic sites, Temple Square, et. al. 

 
Registration: 

Deluxe Double Queen: $500 per person [includes taxes] 
Deluxe Double Queen as a Single: $925 [includes taxes] 

Standard King: $845[includes taxes] 
*Non-members of Pal-Am: add $50 per person to ALL above rates* 

 
Hotel block of rooms is limited; first come, first served. 

Deposits refunded in full until July 1; $25 service fee afterwards. 
Balance due July 31. Fees do not include parking at the hotel, meals, or transportation costs. 

Written confirmation, with additional information will be sent to registrants. 
 

Questions? Contact Tour Organizer, Kent Robinson at nekero@aol.com 
Make checks payable to Palatines to America. 

Mail to: Gary Martzolf, Treasurer; 3971 Lindbergh Ave. NW, Canton, OH 44718-2869 
 

----------------------Enclose form below with deposit or full payment----------------------  

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Roommate (if any)_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone________________________________ E-mail__________________________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed $________________  Room type (please circle): Deluxe Dbl Queen —or— Standard King 

mailto:nekero@aol.com
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Carol retired from full time work as a CPA in October 2021 after 22 

years. She has continued volunteer work for several Non Profit or-

ganizations since.  Her association with PalAm began in 2005 when 

Dick Spielman was in charge.  She attended strictly as a member 

for several years while she learned much from the speakers who 

came and presented their information.  She became the Treasurer 

for Colorado PalAm and remained so for 4 years.  The Director at 

Large position needed filling when John Harder became National 

President.  He asked her to finish out his term and she agreed.  She 

is nominated to be the national Recording Secretary. 

Carol Edmund 

Recording Secretary 

(2 year term) 

 Garry, whose full name is Arthur Garry Finkell, was born 
and raised in Albany, New York where he currently lives. He 
graduated from Fordham University in New York City and al-
so earned a master’s degree in Industrial and Management En-
gineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New 
York. 
 Garry taught math and physics for one year at St. Francis 
High School on the Rosebud Sioux Indian Reservation in South 
Dakota.  He also created and coached the first football team at 
St. Francis High School. 
 Garry and his wife, Lucretia, spent their first year of mar-
riage in Gallup, New Mexico at Church Rock Elementary 
School teaching Navajo children. 
 He also worked for many years as a research analyst for the 
State of New York.  In 2005, he made a career change and 
moved into the field of data analysis and research in the areas 
of obstetrics and neonatology, first at Albany Medical Center 

and then as an independent consultant to hospitals in New York State. 
 Garry is a direct descendant of Johann Philipp and Anna Catherina Finckel, who ar-
rived with 3,000 other German immigrants to the Colony of New York in 1710.  These 
Palatine Germans came from various political entities in the Rhineland.  Garry traces his 
descent from approximately 20 families who came from Germany to New York in the 
1700’s. 
 Garry is a past president of the New York Chapter of Palatines to America (PalAm).  
He is currently the chapter treasurer and membership chair.  He is one of the representa-
tives of PalAm to the International German Genealogy Partnership (IGGP).  In addition, 
Garry is a member of the Board of Directors of the IGGP. 

The following nominees will be elected at the Annual Membership Meeting, June 9, during the 

IGGP Conference in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Garry Finkell 

Vice President 

(2 year Term) 
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 Lloyd is a native of York County, Pennsylvania. In 1978, his career 
took him to Houston, Texas. After retirement, he and his wife, Nelda, 
moved to the Texas Hill Country. He is a retired Certified Public 
Accountant.  
 His passion for family history began in 1992 when he caught the 
bug from a cousin. Most of his ancestors were German speaking from 
the German Empire, Switzerland, Alsace-Lorraine, and The 
Netherlands; some arriving as early as 1684.  
 He is a member of several local and national genealogical 
societies, and is the current Treasurer of the Pennsylvania Chapter of 
PalAm and the Washington Cemetery Historic Trust. He is a past 
Treasurer of the Genealogical Society of Kendall County Texas, and 

has held other positions in these societies. In addition, he volunteers at his local 
genealogical library and FamilySearch center. 

His genealogical interests include 18th century German immigration to 
Pennsylvania, 19th century German immigration to Texas, German research, 
Pennsylvania research, and DNA. He states that one of his most rewarding 
accomplishments has been the discovery of my Schönberger ancestral hometown in 
Württemberg and being able to travel there and visit the church where his ancestor was 
baptized in 1690. 

He has discovered that in addition to researching his own family, he really enjoys 
sharing his knowledge with others. He has given several presentations at local societies on 
his topics of interest. 

Lloyd Shenberger 

Director at Large 

(1 year term) 

 Sally MacGowan is a member of Palatines to America, Colorado 
Chapter.  She first joined the Colorado Chapter about twenty years ago 
when she discovered a Palatine ancestor, Johann Conrad Rickert/
Rickard, lurking in her family tree.  She became one of the first 
inductees into the Kocherthal Circle based on that descendancy. 
 The first COPalAm event she attended was a seminar at which 
Henry Z Jones, Jr., was the speaker; she was hooked. During a road 
trip to the National Conference in Fishkill, NY, in 2010, she sold her 
house in Denver (she quickly learned about e-signatures) and prepared 
to move to Lowell, MA.  While in Lowell, she participated in the New 
York Chapter’s events, including preparation for the national 
conference in Buffalo, NY, in 2018. 
 Now she has returned to Denver where she’ll probably stay – it is 
her third time after all!  Sally is originally from Wisconsin but has 
lived in many places, including five years in Spain and two in Peru.  
Ages ago she acquired degrees from the University of Minnesota and 

Simmons College in Boston, and is now retired from the University of Colorado’s medical 
library. This year she plans to attend the IGGP Conference in Fort Wayne, IN.  Besides 
slipping away to the Allen County Public Library for some research on the side, she hopes 
to get reacquainted with old and new friends, especially those who didn’t make it to last 
summer’s terrific PalAm National Conference in Denver.  Let’s not miss the opportunity to 
get together in Fort Wayne – see you there! 

Sally McGowan 

Director at Large 

(2 year term) 
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NEW WEBSITE TIPS 
 

WildApricot: Our new website is hosted on Wild Apricot (WA). WA 

provides us with a membership management system, a website builder, 

event management, online store and an online payment system. WA relies 

on your email address to identify your membership, so be sure to give us a 

stable email address that you use regularly. Please add Palatines to 

America (palam.org) to your email contact list or safe list to reduce the 

chances of our email messages being sent to your spam or junk email 

folder. Members who do not have an email address will still receive notices 

through USPS mail. 

 

Logging In: You can view the public areas of the website without logging 

in, but you need to log in to the website if you want to 1) access Members 

Only content pages or 2) want to change your profile information or 3) 

renew your membership as well as other activities. https://palam.org/

logging-in 

 

Editing Your Profile: Some information in your profile is available for you to edit. You can change your 

membership name, email address, mailing address and phone number at any time. https://palam.org/editing-Profile 

 

Online Payment System: We are no longer using PayPal for online payments. We are using AffiniPay, 

WildApricot’s own payment processing system. If you do not want to pay online, you can still mail payments. 

 

PalAm Store: The new online store has two sections: a print catalog and a digital catalog. We now have PDF 

versions of The Palatine Immigrant volumes 1-26 available for download at $7.50 each. There are a few other 

digital items available also. The print catalog includes all later editions of The Palatine Immigrant for $7.50 each 

plus $5.95 for shipping and handling. The Print Catalog also includes the book Palatine Migrations to Brandenburg 

and Pomerania  by Ernest Thode. https://palam.org/palam-store 

 

Renewing Your Membership: Members will receive automatic email reminders when it is renewal season 

(beginning July 1). You can then renew from a link in the email or from your profile. During renewal season, you 

will also have a pop-up message in the lower right corner of web pages reminding you to pay your dues. Dues 

payments are no longer part of the online store, but is a separate process. 

 

Donations: Donations are now separate from membership applications and renewals, and is not part of the online 

store. You can donate at any time, not just when you are renewing. Click on the link in the header on most of the 

web pages. https://palam.org/Donate 

 

Events: When you click on the Events link, you will see a list of upcoming events with an option to click on 

“Details” to see more information. We are including all PalAm-related events, National and Chapter, and our 

partner organizations IGGP and NGS. You will be able to register and pay registration fees for National events, but 

you will need to register and pay registration fees for chapter events through the direct links to the chapter in the 

Event Details. There is also a summary list of Upcoming Events at the bottom of the Home Page. https://palam.org/

events 

 

Helpful Links: These pages will continue to be updated with more tips: 

https://palam.org/website-tips 

https://palam.org/membership-faqs includes a link to a PDF document “Online Membership Guide” which gives 

more detailed instructions 

 

Contact Us: info@palam.org 



The 

Mailing  

Address  

Goes 

Here  

 
Non-Profit Org 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Columbus OH 

Permit #2223 

The Palatine Patter 

Spring 2023 Issue #183 

Palatines to America 

P.O. Box 531096 

Indianapolis, IN 46253 

 

Palatines to America  

DIRECTORY OF SERVICES 
 
Membership Registrar 
 Karen Zimmerman 
 P.O. Box 531096 
 Indianapolis, IN 46253 
 membership@palam.org 
 
Website/Home Page    
 palam.org    
    
Palatine Patter  
 Lynn Patterson  
 Submissions palampatter@gmail.com 
 Queries  palampatter@gmail.com 
    
Palatine Immigrant       
 Becky Thornton 
 Submissions rthornton07@gmail.com 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The National Board 
 
 

President  John Harder 
Vice President  Gina Moore 
Directors-At-Large  Tom Gerke 
  Carol Edmond 
  Open 
Past President  Roberta Newcomer 
Treasurer  Gary Martzolf 
Membership Registrar Karen Zimmerman 
Recording Secretary  Becky Thornton 
Corresponding Secretary Susanne Spangler 
Nominations Roberta Newcomer 
Zoom Coordinator Lloyd Shenberger 
Webmaster Carol Swinehart 
Web Coordinator Thomas Hoffman 
Honors & Awards Susanne Spangler 
Long-Range Planning  President 
  Vice President 
  Directors-At-Large 
Publications Becky Thornton 
 Palatine Immigrant Editor   Becky Thornton 
 Palatine Patter Editor   Lynn Patterson 
IGGP Board/Social Media Garry Finkell 
Kocherthal Circle/deGraffenreid Circle Becky Thornton 
NGS Delegate Kent Robinson 
     

Chapters 
 

 Colorado   Sandy Carter-Duff, President 
 Indiana   Karen Zimmerman, Kent Robinson 
    Co-Presidents 
 New York   Tom Shannon, President 
 North Carolina Open 
 Ohio    Lori Poch, President 
 Pennsylvania  Janet Rupert, President 
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